Wi\LLINGFORD  .AM)  DISTRICTS 


JOINT  PUBLIC  HE/LTH  COMMITTEE 
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OF  HEi\LTH 
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WALLINGFORD  AND  WANTAGE  DISTRICTS 


JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

1973  -  1974 

WALLINGFORD  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

Mr,  P.  R.  Hedley,  7>  Blackstone  Road,  Wallingford,  Berks. 

Dr.  0.  C.  Wilkinson,  Bezants,  Winterbrook,  Wallingford,  Berks. 

WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  J.  W.  W.  Humphries,  2,  Barnards  Way,  Wantage,  Berks. 

Mr.  P.  A.  C.  Rolls,  Maryhill,  Naldertown,  Wantage,  Berks. 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Major  A*  Clewes,  2,  Cronshaw  Close,  Didcot,  Berks. 

Mr,  G.  A.  Henwood,  Orchard  Cottage,  The  Square,  Brightwell-cum- 
Sotwell,  Wallingford,  Berks. 

Capt.  C.  W.  Mayne,  Broomsticks,  ?/est  Hagbourne,  Didcot,  Berks. 

WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mrs.  A .  M.  Ball,  Old  Compton,  Denchworth,  V/antage,  Berks. 

Dr.  F.  B.  Ellis,  Tulyar,  Letcombe  Regis,  Wantage,  Berks. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Martin,  3>  Parkside  Bungalows,  East  Challow,  Wantage,  Berks. 

(Vice-Chairman). 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Mr.  T.  P.  Lawrence,  Glebe  House,  Pawley,  Wantage,  Berks. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Walter,  Middle  Wharf,  Thames  Street,  Walli^ford,  Berks. 

(Chainnan) 


CLERK  TO  THE  COMMITTEE 

R.  R.  Wright,  Municipal  Offices,  Stone  Hall,  Wallingford,  Berks. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
F.  R.  Howell,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.P.C.M.,  D.P.H. 

jr* 

Secretary 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Fudge 

Municipal  Offices,  Stone  Hall,  Wallingford,  Berks.  Telephone  2561. 


Wi\LLINGFORD  BOROUGH 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
E.N.  Sinclair,  /..M.I.P.H.E. ,  M.R.S.H. 

■Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

D.G.Saffin,  M.A.PoH.I. 

Municipal  Offices,  Stone  Hall,  Wallingford.  Telephone  2561 

WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
L.  Oliver,  M.AoP.H.I.  (retired  June,  1973) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  .  • . 

-•  >  A.C.  Greatbanks,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Council  Offices, 'Portway,  Wantage.  Telephone  3456/7* 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  . ,  ^ 

,  •  .  L.  Sproston,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector 

V.J.  Clinch,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Churchill  House,  Broadway,  Didcot.  ’  Telephone  2301. 

WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  .  . 

E.H.  Rosser,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Public  Health  Inspector 

S.J.A.  Hall,  M.A.P.H.I.. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

J.D.  Guild,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Council  Offices,  Belmont,  Vantage.  Telephone  3211. 
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Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Stone  Hall, 

Y/allingf  ord. 

TO  THE  CHAIRM/.N  AW  MEMBERS  OP  THE 

Wj\LLINGDORD  AW  V/i\NT.^GE  DISTRICTS 

JOINT  PUBLIC  HEy\LTH  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

'  *  This  final  Report  has ^heen  gathered  together  in  haste,  during  the 
final  weeks  of  the  old  order  and  is  manisfestly  far  from  complete  and 
most  unsatisfying.  As  it  is  to  be  presented  to  an  already  disbanded 
Committee,  it  is  probable  that  it  will  not  be  read,  however,  and  it’s 
deficiencies  will  remain  the  secret  of  the  archives  to  which  it  is 
consigned. 

De  mortuis,  etc., ‘etc.,  i  ' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant,  . 


P.  R.  HOV/ELL. 


31st  March,  1974. 


POPULj^TION 


J^rea  in 

Estimated 

Mid-Year 

Pistriot 

Acres 

Population 

Difference 

1972 

1973 

Wallingford  Borough 

760 

6,180 

6,230 

+50 

Wantage  Urban 

2,797 

8,440 

8,490 

+50 

Wallingford  Rural 

21,790 

23,600 

23,570 

-30 

Wantage  Rural 

72,781 

20,850 

20,940 

+90 

Combined  Districts 

98,12a 

59,070 

59,230 

+160 

England  and.  Wales 

49,17‘(,600 

LIVE 

BIRTHS 

All  Districts 

Male 

392  Female 

407  Total 

799 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

District 

Male 

Pema  le 

Total 

Wallingf#rd  Borough 

36 

68 

104 

Wantage  Urban 

34 

36 

70 

Wallingford  Rural 

12  7 

135 

262 

Wantage  Rural 

80 

86 

166 

Combined  Districts 

277 

325 

602 
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NOTIFIji.BLE  DISEASES 


Wf  d. 
Boro . 

Wantage 

UcDo 

Wf  d. 

R  cD  • 

V/antage 

R  .D « 

Total 

1973 

Total 

1972 

Acute  encephalitis 

5 

_ 

1 

6 

_ 

Acute  meningitis 

— 

2 

2 

2 

6 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anthrax 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

10 

Pood  poisoning 

— 

2  • 

7 

— 

9 

5 

Infective  jaundice 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Leprosy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leptospirosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

— 

2 

4 

8 

79 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Relapsing  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

2 

— 

8 

10 

R 

Smallp  ox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

3 

4 

7 

15 

5 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Typhus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Yellow  fever 

•w  Total 

3 

14 

18 

26 

61 

113 
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C_HILD_  _^A^.LF.AgE.^,  CLO 


CENTRE 


ADDRESS  im  WHEN  HELD 


Aston  Tirrold 
Blewbury 
Bright we 11 
Cholsey 

Compton 
Easr  Challow 
East  Hanney 
East  Hendred 
Grove 

Hermitage 
Long  V/ittenham 
Y/allingf  ord 


Village  Halls  First  Tuesday,  10-11. a. m,  (Advisory  only). 
British  Legion  Hall;  First  Tuesday,  2.0. -4pm.  ”  ” 

Village  Hall;  First  Y/ednesday,  3.0-4i0p.m. 

The  Sports  Pavilion;  Second  &  Fourth  Wednesdays, 

2 . 0. -4 . O.p.m. 

Village  Hall;  Third  Y/ednesday,  2 . 0. -4 . 15  .p .m. 

Village  Hall;  Third  Monday,  2 . 0. -4 . O.p .m . 

Village  Hall;  First  Y/ednesday,  2. 0-4. O.p.m. 

Parish  Hall;  Fourth  Thursday,  3.0.-4.30.p.m. 

Grove  Hall;  Second  i'-.  Fourth  Fridays,  2, 0.-4.  O.p.m. 

(Advisory  only) 

Village  Hall;  Second  Monday,  2 . 0,-4.30.p.m. 

Village  Hall,  First  Tuesday,  2 .30.-4. O.p .m. 

Community  Ho'^pi  al;  First  &  Third  Fridays,  2 . 0.-4.  O.p.m. 


FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINICS 


CENTRE 

Didcot 


Wallingf  ord 


Y^antage 


ADDRESS  AND  YMIEN  HELD 

c 

The  Didcot  Health  Centre;  Every  Monday  &  Thursday, 

7. 0. -9 o 0. p «m .  (Appointments  can  he  hooked  hy  ’phoning 
D.424O  during  clinic  hours  or  D.4211  during  office 
hours) . 

The  Community  Hospital;  Every  Wednesday,  10. a. m. -12 
noon;  every  Thursday,  7. 30.-9. O.p .m.  (Appointments 
can  he "hooked  hy  ’phoning  Crowmarsh  4411  during 
clinic  hours). 

Y^antage  Hospital;  First  &  Third  Y^ednesday  of  each 
month,  2. O.“3.30opcm. ,  Every  Thursday,  7. 0.-8. 30.p.m. 


CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY  CLINICS 


CENTRE 


Y/a  llingf  ord 
Wantage 


ADDRESS  AND  WHEN  HELD 


The  Community  Hospital;  First  &  Third  Wednesday,  2.O.- 

4 . 0.  p .m . 


Y/antage  Hospital;  Second  &  Fifth  Y/ednesday,  2. 0.-4. O.p. i 
MOBILE  CHEST  Y-RAY  SERVICE 


The  Unit  visits  as  follows s- 


Didcot 


The  Health  Centre,  Broadway;  Tuesdays,  10. a. m. 


YJantage  Wantage  Hospital;  Mondays,  4.  O.p.m. 

The  Unit  remains  at  each  site  for  approximately  half  an  hour.  It 
does  not  operate  on  Christmas  Eve  or  Bank  Holidays  or  during  the  month 
of  August.  g 


j^OHCUOH  OF  '^^LLIFOPORF 


REPORT  OF  fflE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Fll  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  are  suppled  with  water  from 
main  piped  supplies. 

Nine  samples  of  chlorinated  water  as  distributed  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  were  satisfactory. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  as  supplied  is  0.12  parl's^per 
million. 

SEWERi\GE  AKD  SEWFGE  BISPOS/L 


Sewage  from  the  whole  cf  the  Borough  is  pumped  for  treatment  to  the 
Wallingford  Rural  District  Council's  disposal  works  at  Cholsey,  this 
arrangement  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all  properties  in  ^the  Borough 
has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year  by  a  team  of  two  ^loaders  and 
a  driver  using  a  system  of  plastic  sacks  collected  from  the  "backdoor" 
of  each  property. 

«  In  addition  to  the  normal  weekly  collection  the  Council  will  on 
request ,  arrange  for  the  collection  of  extra  or  bulky  domestic  refuse 
free  of  charge.  To  supplement  this  service  a  container  is  provided  at 
the  Council's  Depot  where  refuse  may  be  dumped  by  local  residents. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

All  domestic  refuse  collected  in  the  Borough  is  taken  to  the 
Wallingford  Rural  District  Council  tip  for  disposal.  This  system 
continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

SgRS  .g  CLEF  US  INC 

i\ll  the  adopted  roads  in  the  Borough  are  swept  at  least  once  a 
week  by  the  Council's  Bedford  Lacre  Road  Sweeper.  This  is  supported  by 
a  hand  sweeper  who  concentrates  on  the  town  centre. 

PEST  CCNTRCL 

Summary  of  rodent  work  carried  outs- 

Inspections 

Premises  other  than  agricultural  91 

i\gricultural  Premises 

OTHER  PESTS 

Seven  wasps  nests  were  destroyed  during  the  summer  months.,  and 
two  swarms  of  bees  were  reported  to  a  local  bee-keeper  who  removed  them. 
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Treatments 

57 


MILK  SI,MPLES 


Eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  passed  the  appropriate  test. 

One  farm  in  the  Borough  supplies  untreated  milk  for  human  con- 
sumption.  During  the  year  two  samples  were  taken  and  tested  for 
Brucellosis. 


FOOD  HYOIEDE  REGUL/TIQNS  1970  (EIXED  PREMISES) 


Type  of  Business 

No.  of 
Premises 
(at  end  of 
year) 

Complianc 
with  Reg. 
16 

e  No.  where  Compliance 

Reg. 19  with  Reg. 

applies  1?. 

Butcher 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Grocer 

10 

10 

7 

7 

Pried  Fish  Shops 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fishmongers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Cafes 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Hotels 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bakers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Confectionery 

10 

10 

— 

Public  Houses 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Slaughter  Houses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

The  following  number  of 

visits  were 

made  to  food  premisfes 

during  the  year?- 

Type  of  Business 

Number  of  Visits 

Butcher 

6 

Grocers 

12 

Greengrocers 

4 

Pried  Pish  Shops 

6 

Fishmongers 

4 

Cafes 

29 

Hotels 

1 

Bakers 

7 

Confectioners 

8 

Public  Houses 

— 

Off  Licence 
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Pii±JMloii;S  UI^BR  SECTION  16  OF  TIJE  FOOD  I'M)  DRUGS  /.CT,  1955 


U) 


Sale  of  ice  cream 
Fish  -  frying 

Sausage  making,  ham  boiling,  etc. 
Bakehouses 

Preparation  of  "Take-away"  meals 


20 

3 

8 

2 

1 


(E) 


BISPQSf'L  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

i\ll  fresh  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  sprayed 
with  liquid  acid  green  and  destroyed.  /II  condemned  or  surrendered 
tinned,  or  frozen  food  is  removed  by  the  local  authority  to  their 
refuse  tip  v;hCre  it  is  dumped  and  buried  under  the  refuse. 

B/KEHOUSES 

There  are  two  bakehouses  in  the  Borough.  Both  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

SWIMMING  AM)  P/DDLING  POOLS 

The  Borough  Council  own  and  maintain  an  open  air  heated  swimming 
pool  and  paddling  pool  at  the  Riverside  Park  near  Wallingford  Bridge. 

In  addition  to  the  Council  pool  there  are  three  school  swimming 
poolsin  the  Borough  which  were  all  satisfactory. 

.Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  pools.  Both  were  v\^ithin 
the  acceptable  bacteriological  limits. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  recording  apparatus  will  have  been  in  action  for  four  years 
at  the  beginning  of  February,  1974.  ’  The  picture  built  up  over  this 

time  will  be  used  to  ascertain  what  effect,  if  any,  Bidcot  Power 
Station,  or  other  source  has  on  the  pollution  levels  in  the  Borough. 

NOISE  LEVEL  '  . 

Using  the  noise  level  meter,  purchased  by  the  Wallingford  and 
Wantage  Joint  Public  Health  Committee,  noise  levels  are  being  taken 
regularly  at  a  number  of  points  in  the  Borough  in  order  to  build  up  a 
set  of  present  normal  levels  so  that  the  effect  which  any  future 
development  may  have  on  the  noise  level  on  any  area  will  be  known. 

In  addition  to  this  an  extensive  survey,  of  noise  levels,  has  been 
carried  out  on  the  site  of  the  proposed  Millbrook  Development  to 
ascertain  what  conditions  will  exist  in  and  around  the  new  houses. 
Results  so  far  obtained  indicate  that  unless  some  action  is  taken 
complaints  may  be  expected  concerning  the  noise  levels  at  certain  parts 
of  the  proposed  estate. 


jj^OO-b  Id S^ECT I OiT 


following  quantities  of  unsound  food  were  examined  nnd 
voluntarily  surrendered;-  exominea  and 


Tinned  Meat  170  lbs. 

cases,  this  has  been  confined  to  large  tins  of 
am,  tongue,  and  pressed  meats  which  have  not  been  sufficient] 
processed  and  the  tins  have  subsequently  blown  ^^^^^oient] 

Frozen  Pood  (Other  than  unpacked)  347  lbs. 

due. to  breakdowns  in  refriger- 


FOOD  Am  DRUGS  3CT  1935 

Complaints  were  received  concerning  food  as  follows s- 


1  comolaint^  ^11^ . bottles  or  foreign  objects  in  milk 

1  complaint  an  object  in  c  loaf  of  bread, 

1  ;;  ;;  "  "  "  meat  pie 

9  1  •  4-  -  llsh  steak 

2  complaints  o±  mouldy  food 


ill  were  dealt  with  informally 
iVffiiT  IJISPEOTION 


lOO/o  inspection  is  carried  out  et  the  one  slaughterhouse  in  the 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Figs 

Number  Killed 

235 

3 

12 

975 

1577 

Number  Inspected 

235 

3 

12 

975 

1577 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

— 

i 

— 

2 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Cysticercosis  Bovis 

13 

3 

— 

— 

5 

105 

* 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961  -  PART  ONE 

OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS 

Premises 

Number 

on 

register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1, 2,3*4  &  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  local  authority 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (1)  in 

1 

which  section  7-  is 
enforced  by  the 
local  authority. 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  section  7»  is 

57 

2 

enforced  by  the  LoJal 
Authority,  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

2 

Totals 

60 

2 

- 

- 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

During  the  year  37  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  with  particular 
reference  to  the  Act,  in  the  course  of  which  8  minor  contraventions  were 
found  and  pointed  out  to  persons  responsible.  All  were  remedied  without 
the  need  for  any  formal  action. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  numlier  of  premises  were 
registered?- 


QPFICES  35 

RETAIL  SHOPS  C3 

WHOLESALE  SHOPS,  WAREHOUSES  4 

CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS  OPEN 
TO  THE  PUBLIC  9 

FUEL  STORAGE  DEPOTS  1 


132 


Eleven  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  all  o:^  which 
were  investigated  and  the  appropriate  advice  given. 


March,  1974 


-11- 


Yf;:NT.^.GE  IIRB.AN  DISTRICT 
REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HE.^LTH  INSPECTOR 

V/.ATER  ^SUPPLIES 

The  supply  of  water  for  the  toYjn  continues  to  be  drawn  from  the  bore¬ 
holes  in  Manor  Road  augmented  by  the  trunk  mains  from  Childrey  Warren. 

The  chlorine  dosage  is  0.25  parts  per  million  and  the  fluoride  content  is 
0.1  parts  per  millicn. 

/.  total  of  15  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  Thames  Valley  Water 
Board  supply  both  of  treated  and  raw  watery  all  were^found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory.  There  are  3046  dwellings  situated  in  the  district  supplied  by 
public  mains.  One  property,  reported  last  year  as  having  an  external 
supply  and  dealt  with  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  ^ct  1957  is  due  to 
have  extensive  improvements  carried  out  early  next  year. 

There  are  eight  boreholes  in  the  district  serving  14  properties.  /• 
total  of  10  samples  have  been  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Pour  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  six  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
The  latter  were  taken  from  a  supply  where  difficulties  had^  arisen  with 
the  borehole,  pumping  and  chlorinating  equipment.  Following  discussions, 
improvements  were' carried  out  and  further  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactor 

In  every  case  where  contamination  occurs  householders  are  warned  of 
the  danger  and  strongly  advised  to  boil  all  water  used  for  domestic  and 
drinking  purposes. 

MILK  MILK  PRODUCTS 

No  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and  no  cases  of 
overstocking  have  occurred. 

POOD  HYGIENE 

/ill  food  premises,  canteens,  etc.,  in  the  district  are  inspected 
from  time  to  time.  In  most  standards  have  been  satisfactory.  However, 
where  there  were  difficulties  more  frequent  visits  were  made. 

GRE/M  /.ND  YOGHURT 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  retention  of  old  stock  in  the  district. 
Open  date  coding  initiated  by -a  local  dairy  has  aiden  shop  keepers  “to 
keep  good  control  on  stock  rotation  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  firms  will 
eventually  use  open  date  coding  for  perishable  goods  of  this  nature. 

ICE  CREi\M 

Samples  of  ice-cream  have  been  taken  from  various  hotels,  cafes  and 
shops  in  the  town.  Joint  sampling  at  the  Tonibell  Depot  has  continued 
with  the  Wantage  Rural  District  Council  Health  Department.  /igain  there 
were  a  number  of  unsatisfactory  results  and  it  was  found  that  a  sterilant 
used  during  the  cleansing  programme  was  not  being  used  at  sufficient 
concentrations  to  complete  sterilisation.  After  supervision  no  further 

-12- 


unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

In  all  26  samples  were  taken  with  the  follov/ing  results s- 
GRIDE ;  -12  3  4 

No.  of  samples  16  4  5  1 

ICEIT  Lm  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  foods  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  /ll  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  buried 
or  burned  on  the  tip  under  supervision. 


lb. 

oz 

C;-NNED  MEAT 

12. 

0 

OTHER  C/'NNED  FOODS 

14. 

12. 

FROZEN  FOODS 

839. 

11. 

FRESH  FISH 

242. 

0 

FRESH  MEAT 

16. 

0 

Total  1124.  7 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  District.  Ro#.tine 
inspections  of  poultry  in  shops  ore  carried  out.  No  seizures  were 
made  during  the  year. 

OTHER  FOODS 

Nine  samples  of  meat  pies  have  been  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination.  ^11  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
there  have  been  no  problems  with  storage  or  handling. 

FOOD  COivIPLT.INTS 

The  following  food  complaints  heave  been  investigated  and  satis¬ 
factorily  dealt  with  informally  during  the  yearj- 

1.  Foreign  matter  in  -J-lb  of  butter. 

2.  ^D.oh'f^.in  pint  of  milk. 

3.  Lesions  on  chicken. 

4o  Stale  loaf  of  bread. 

5.  Slug  in  packet  of  garden  peas. 

6.  Decomposition  of  plaice  fillets. 

7.  Mouldy  meat  pie. 

8.  Foreign  body  in  loaf  of  bread. 

9.  Foreign  matter  in  smoked  fillet  of  cod. 

10.  Mould  on  bread. 

11.  Decomposed  cooked  pork, 

12.  Mould  on  meat  pie. 

13.  Foreign  body  in  loaf  of  bread. 
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SWIIMING  b;.ths. 


The  Undermentioned  swimming  boths  ere  situated  within  this  District 


The  Wantage  Urban  District  Council  pool  Public 

Paddling  pool  Public 

Icknield  Secondary  Modern  School  pool  Private 

King  Alfred’s  G-rarnmar  School  pool  Private 

Garston  Lane  School  pool  Private 

St.  Mary's  Convent  School  pool  Private 


Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination; 
all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  no  difficulties  have  been  exper¬ 
ienced  in  maintaining  standards. 

Difficulties  were  experienced  with  the  Council  owned  swimming 
pool  during  the  latter  part  of  the  season.  The  pool  water  became  cloudy 
in  appearance  and  it  was  found  to  be  caused  by  a  precipitate  of  CaCO^ 
formed  because  of  the  ph  level  and  temperature  of  the  pool  water.  No 
remedy  was  found  and  it  was  necessary  to  empty  and  refill  the  pool.  The 
ohlorinator  has  proved  satisfactory  for  the  size  of  the  pool  and  bathing 
loads  to  maintain  chlorine  levels. 

DISINFECTION  LND  DISINFESTATION . 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  carry  out  disinfection  of  any  premises 
during  the  year. 

The  Tnnual  fumigation  of  the  Flour  Mill  in  Mill  Street  was  carried 
out  by  a  Specialist  firm  using  hydragen  cyanide. 

/II  Cases  of  wasps 'nests  reported  were  dealt  with  by  a  private 
operator. 

/  number  of  heavy  flea  infestations  were  reported  during  September, 
in  each  case  cats  were  found  to  be  the  carriers.  Treatment  of  the 
properties  was  carried  out  using  insecticide  smoke  pellets  and  the  use 
of  a  branded  animal  flea  powder,  successfully  eradicated  the  fleas. 

SEWER/ GE  /ND  SEW/CE  DISPOS/L. 

The  dry  weather  flow  to  the  works  plus  the  flow  from  the  Hendred 
Area  has  now  increased  to  the  maximum  design  dry  weather  flow  of  one 
million  gallons  per  day. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  areas  and  villages  in  the  surrounding 
district  to  be  brought  on  to  this  system.  The  consultants  have  now 
reported  on  the  new  extension  required  to  take  the  future  envisaged 
increase  in  flow  and  they  have  recommended  that  the  construction  of 
the  new  extension  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future.  Their  report 
and  recommendations  have  been  forwarded  to  the  new  Water  /uthority. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


During  the  year  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operrtor  retired.  The  Y/entage 
Rural  District  Council  agreed  to  their  Rodent  Operates  carrying  out  work 
in  the  Vantage  Urban  District  for  an  all-in  hourly  charge.  No  problems 
have  been  experienced  v^fith  rodent  control. 

Test  baiting  of  sewer  manholes  was  carried  out  in  October 5  some  193 
manholes  were  baited  and  no  takes  were  observed.  /n  application  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  andFood  for  0 
further  exemption  for  three  years.  _ _ 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SE^YERS 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

3016 

44 

2 .  a . 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification. 

29 

15 

b . 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

29 

15 

(ii)  Mice 

6 

•  00 

3.  a. 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  miv;e 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification. 

•  eo»eooo«oooo 

120 

7 

bo 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

•  •oooooococoo 

17 

4 

(ii)  Mice 

4 

3 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  60  cu.  yard  refuse  vehicle  has  been  adequate  for  the  collection 
of  refuse  in  the  District,  however,  it  has  been  noticeable  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  overall  bulk  of  refuse  collected  each  day. 
The  Council  continue  to  use  the  Abingdon  R.D.C.  tip  at  Marcham.  The  ’S’ 
Hill  tip  off  Manor  Road  was  open  to  the  public  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays.  During  the  year  a  tipping  bay  was  constructed  near  the 
entrance  to  the  tip  and  this  has  been  well  used  by  the  public. 

The  tip  will  have  to  be  closed  early  next  year  as  the  space  is 
now  extremely  limited. 

MOVEABLE  DY^LLINGS 

The  Haven  Vale  Residential  Caravan  Site  off  G-arston  Lane  which  is 
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licensed  for  27  moveeble  dwellings  under  the  Ceraven  Sites  Control  and 
Development  Aot  of  I960,  has  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  the  caravans. 

Numerous  discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  Manager  of  the  site 
and  it  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  that  improvements  will  be  made  to 
provide  a  modern  laundry  block,  washrooms  and  toilet  facilities,  and  the 
provision  of  garage  parking. 

HOUSING 


1971 

1972 

1973 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected 

28 

39 

5 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected 
by  local  authority 

— 

12 

— 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected 
by  private  enterprise 

28 

27 

5 

Number  of  temporary  houses  erected 

— 

- 

— 

Number  of  families  on  housing  list 

193 

176 

269 

Number  of  elderly  people  on  O.P.D.  list 

79 

74 

75 

Number  of  houses  represented  as  unfit 

3 

— 

- 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 

3 

- 

— 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made 

— 

- 

— 

Number  of  houses  in  area  represented 
as  unfit  and  included  in  clearance 
areas 

IMPROVElffiNT  GR/iNTS 

Number  of  applications  made  for 
standard  grants 

10 

6 

9 

Number  of  applications  made  for 
discretionary  grants 

7 

9 

7 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 
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OFF  ICES. -SHOPS  im  r;.ilw:.y  premises  lot,  1963 

Notification  of  accidents  received  -  Nil. 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  by  Inspectors  -  128 

registr;tion  ;nd  wmcL  inspections. 


Class  of 
Premises 


Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 


Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 


Number  of 
registered 
promises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the  year 


Offices 

2 

40 

11 

Retail  Shops 

7 

72 

12 

Wholesale  shops  and 
v;arehouses 

— 

1 

- 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
Canteens 

. 

10 

9 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  9 

123 

32 

PERSONS  Ei^iPLOYEE  ON  REGISTERED 

PREMISES 

IN  1971 

Workplace 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Offices 

84 

85 

169 

Retail  Shops 

115 

297 

412 

^,"h  ole  sale  shops  &  warehouses 

9 

- 

9 

Catering  establishments 

9 

36 

45 

Canteens 

— 

8 

8 

Fuel  depots 

** 

Totals 

217 

426 

643 

No  prosecutTons  were  made  during  tFe^'year 


o 


F/CTORIES  ;m)  WORKSHOPS 


Routine  inspections  hove  continued  during  the  year  and  no  alarming 
contraventions  were  found. 


1.  Inspections. 
Premises 


FACTORIES  f.CT  1961 
P.^RT  ONE  OP  THE  ICT 


Numher  Number  of 

on  Inspections  written  Occupiers 
register  notices  prosecuted. 


(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4  and 

6  arc  to  be  enforced 

by  the  local  authority  1  - 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local 

authority  29  19 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  ~ 


Totals 


30  '  19 
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STOI/RY  OP  VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HE.'LTH  INSPECTOR 


/ tmospheric  pollution  and  noise 
Building,  structures 
Diseases  of  animals 
Disinfestation 

Drainage,  sewage  disposal  -r 

Factories,  workshops  etc. 

Pood  inspection,  complaints 
Pood  hygiene,  licensed  premises 
Housing 
Miscellaneous 

Mobile  food  shops,  vehicles,  stalls 

Moveable  dwellings 

Nuisances  . 

Petroleum  and  explosives 

Public  conveniences 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  • 

Rodent  control 

Sampling 

Shops,  offices  &  hairdressers  • 

Swimming  and  paddling  pools 


Water 


•  • 


Total  number  of 


Total  number  of  complaints  received 
Total  number  of  complaints  substantiated  . 
Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  remedied  . . 
Number  of  forma  1  notices  served  .. 


visit 


March,  1974. 


20 

55 

4 

32 
65 
16 
39 

145 
2  03 
73 

70 
68 
22 
75 
41 
51 

298 

71 
128 

33 
1624 

126 

93 

85 

Nil 
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W/)LLINGPORD  RUR/L  DISTRICT 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEi^LTH  INSPECTOR 


W/.TER  SUPPLY 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board  has  submitted  th£ 
following  report s- 

/s  in  previous  years  borehole  sources  at  Aston  Tirrold,  Cholsey  and 
Compton  provided  .the  major  supply  to  the  area.  /dditional  water  is  alsc 
available  from  Blewbury,  Cleeve,  YJoods  Farm  and  it  was  not  found  necessai 
to  pump  standby  sources  at  South  Moreton,  Upton  or  West  Hagbourne  into  the 
supply. 

Regular  routine  sampling  showed  the  water  to  be  of  satisfactory 
quality  with  colfform  orga]:;isms  absent  from  all  final  waters,  no  instance 
of  unusual  pollution  or  contamination  occurred  during  the  year. 

Samples  are  listed  below  with  typical  chemical  analysis  of  the  main 
sources  on  the  following  sheet. 


Source 


No.  of  Samples 


-  *  V  • 

1st  on  Tirrold  Works  61 
Cholsey  ,  .  44 
Compton  45 
Aston  Tirrold  Reservoir  6 
Hagbourne  Hill  "  6 
Y/est  Hagbourne  ",  4 
Moulsford  ”  6 
Tap  and  Distribution  15 


rn 


CHEMIC/L  AN/.LYSIS  OF  Y.YTER 


Source 


/:ston  Tirrold  Cholsey  Comp'bon 


Appearance 


Colcu.r-  (Ha sen) 

Odour 

TurlDj.di.ry  (Silica  Scale) 
Electrical  Conductivity  @  20^0 
pH 

Free  carbon  dioxide 
/mmoniacal  nitrogen  (I'J- 
llbuLninoid  nitrogen  (imj 
Nitrite  (H) 

Permanganate  Value  4  hrs.  at 
Iron 

Other  metals 

Carbonate  Hardness  CaC03 
Non  Carbonate,  Hardness  CaCO^ 
Total  Hardness  CaC03 
Chloride 
Nitrate 
Sulphate 
Calcium 
Magnesium 
Sodium 
Potassium 
Silica 
Phosphate 


27^0 


(Cl) 

(H) 

(SO.) 


(Cat 
(lig  ) 
(Ua) 
(K) 
(SIO, 
(i’04) 


Natural  Fluoride (P) 


Total  disolved  solids 
Pi solved  oxygen 


clear  & 
bright 

clear  & 
bright 

clear  & 
bright 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

None 

None 

None 

0.5 

0.2 

0.1 

— 

•-•745 

— 

7.5 

7.2 

7.2  final  7.5. 

13 

30 

23  ”  lesslO 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

0.007 

0.012 

0.010 

less  than  0. 

0©1  ab  sent 

absent 

0.08 

0.18 

0.09 

less  than  0. 

01  0.01 

less  than  0.01 

absent 

absent 

absent 

2  00 

255 

205 

12 

160 

40 

212 

415 

245 

15.5 

37.0 

14.3 

4.2 

2.8 

6.85 

16 

133 

10 

80 

163 

94 

3 

2 

2.5 

20.6 

15.1 

7.0 

1.6 

6.3 

2.05 

16.5 

18 

14.5 

0.04 

0.012 

0.07 

0.12 

less  than 

less  than  0.1 

0.1 

310 

565 

325 

6.0 

— 

10,5 

During  the  year  36  samples  of  water  were  taken.  Two  of  these  . 
samples  were  from  the  mains  supply  and  were  reported  satisfactory.  Of  the 
remaining  34  samples  which  were  taken  from  private  wells,  bores,  etc., 
nineteen  samples  were  satisfactory  and  fifteen  unsatisfactory. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

SmmRY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1973 

Non-Agricultural  Agricultural 


Number 

of 

properties  in 

district 

8553 

231 

Number 

of 

inspections 

850 

287 

Number 

of 

inf  0,3  tat  ions 

treated  (rats) 

154  ■ 

121 

(feidel 

100 

56 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district.  The 
particulars  are  as  follows 

Location  Owners 

5,  Hagbourne  Road,  Didcot.  H.  Andrews  &  Sons, 

5,  Hagbourne  Rd.,  Lidcot. 


Details  of  meat  inspections  carried  out  during  1973  are  shown  in 
the  following  table 

MEAT  INSPECTION  1973 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Pi^s 

Sheep  &  Lambs 

January 

6 

_ 

2 

57 

12 

February 

4 

— 

2 

53 

11 

March 

6 

— 

4 

47 

1 

April 

5 

— 

3 

28 

10 

May 

6 

— 

2 

48 

9 

June 

3 

— 

3 

39 

17 

July 

5 

— 

2 

42 

10 

August 

3 

— 

4 

50 

17 

September 

3 

— 

1 

51 

13 

October 

5 

— 

4 

63 

12 

November 

5 

— 

4 

51 

12 

December 

4 

— 

2 

44 

7 

Total 

55 

— 

33 

573 

131 

Tuberculosis 

Y/hole  Carcase 

Pt . Carcase/Organs 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

Percentage 

— 

— 

1.9 

— 

Cysticercosis  Bovis 

V/hole  Carcase 

mm 

Part  Carcase/Organs 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage 

3.6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  other  than 

T.B.  or  C. Bovis. 

V/hole  Carcase 

Part  Carcase/Organs 

4 

— 

— 

109 

6 

Percentage 

7.3 

- 

— 

19 

4.6 

Meat  and  Offal  Condemned  as  unfit  -  Meat  173i  lbs. 

Offal  330|  lbs. 
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724  lbs. 


POOD  i\ND  DRUGS  /.DMINISTRi\TION 


MILK  There  are  27  distributors  of  milk  in  the  district  and  as 
far  as  the  Council  is  aware  there  are  no  distributors  retailing  raw  un¬ 
treated  milk.  No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  during  the 
year. 


COMPLAINTS  Two  complaints  relating  to  milk  were  received  during 
the  year.  The  first  one lelating  to  foreign  bodies  in  a  bottle  of  milk, 
resulted  in  the  dairy  being  fined  £15o00  plus  £23.10.  costs.  The  second 
complaint  concerning  a  dirty  milk  bottle,  was  also  the  subject  of  legal 
proceedings.  The  same  dairy  was  fined  £20.00  plus  £22.00  costs. 

ICE  CREAM  There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

There  are  51  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice 
cream. 

During  the  year  6  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriolog¬ 
ical  analysis  and  the  results  were  as  follows s- 

2  samples  -  Grade  1 

4  samples  -  Grade  11 

GENERAL  The  undermentioned  complaints  relating  to  food  offered 
for  sale  were  dealt  with  during  the  year:- 

One  baker  was  prosecuted  in  respect  of  a  foreign  body  in  a  loaf  of 
bread. 

Warning  letters  were  issued  to  two  retailers  concerning  mouldy 
custard  tarts  and  mouldy  faggots. 

(1)  Blackcurrant  jam  affected  by  moubd. 

(2)  Joint  of  bacon. 

(3)  Tin  of  Scotch  broth 

(4)  Bottle  of  mineral  water 

(5)  Tin  of  mandarin  oranges 

(6)  Swiss  Roll 

(7)  Iced  lollies 

(8)  Frozen  plaice  fillets 

(9)  Tin  of  sliced  peaches 

(10)  Tin  of  sultana  grapes 

(11)  Cans  of  chopped  English  beef 

(12)  Mouldy  loaf  of  bread 

(13)  Packet  of  St.  Ivel  Cheshire  cheese 
id.4)  Lemon  sponge  cake 

115)  Packet  of  Echo  margarine 

16)  Brains  steak  and  kidney  pie 

17)  Packet  of  Ostermilk 

18)  Currant  buns 

19)  Winkles 

20)  (bustard  Tarts 

21)  Robirch  faggots 
i2)  Loaf  of  bread 
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STi\TISTICS  -  FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERi^L)  REGULATIONS  1970 

FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Grocers  36 
Confectioners  _  15 
Hotels  and  Guest  Houses  6 
PuDlic  Houses  27 
Licensed  Clubs  5 
Pood  Factories  and  Warehouses  8 
Butchers  16 
Greengrocers  7 
Bakehouses  4 
Pish  Shops  5 
Restaurants  and  Cafes  7 
Bread  and  Cake  Shops  3 
Schools,  Nursing  Homes  ’  18 


PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT, 1953 


Manufacture  of  ice  cream  Nil 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  51 

Pish  Prying  3 

Sausage-making,  Ham  boiling  11 

Bakehouses  4 

Preparation  of  take-away  meals  1 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 


No.  of  poultry  processing  establishments 
No.  of  visits 

Total  number  of  birds  processed 
Types  of  birds  processed 
Percentage  of  birds  rejected 


1 

2 

Fowls  &  Turkeys 


NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1973 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  7 
Pood  Hygiene  (General)  Regs.  1970  2 
Public  Health  Acts  7 
Housing  Repairs  16 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

There  was  one  complaint  of  nuisance  from  a  garden  incinerator 
during  1973  which  was  dealt  with  informally. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

During  1973  three  persons  were  buried  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  above  Act. 
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SWIMMING  Bi\THS 


The  undermentioned  swimming  baths  are  situated  within  the  district: 

Edmonds  Park,  Didcot  (public) 

Girls 'Grammar  School,  Pidcot  (private) 

Cranford  House  School,  Moulsford  (private) 

Shillingford  Bridge  Hotel,  Nr.  Wallingford  (public) 

Primary  School,  East  Hagbourne  (private) 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  the  Edmonds  Park  swimming  bath 
during  the  year  -  this  was  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

There  was  a  complaint  about  the  state  of  the  paddling  pool  in 
Edmonds  Park  during  the  year.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Didcot 
Parish  Council  and  the  pool  was  cleared  out. 

HOUSING 


During  1975  no  properties  in  the  district  were  represented  as  un¬ 
fit  for  habitation. 

The  undermentioned  new  development  was  commenced  in  1973 » 

Brightwell-cum-Sotwell  6  2  b/r  bungalows 

8  3  b/r  houses 

The  Council  has  also  purchased  10  acres  of  land  on  the  Fleet  Meadow 
Didcot,  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  approx.  170  units  of  accommod¬ 
ation. 

IMPROVEMENT  GR7.NTS 


During  1973  the  Council  promised  the  following  grants  for 
house  improvements :- 

Discretionary  -  14  (£11,707) 

Standard  -  5  (£1099) 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council's  Housing  List  at  the  end 
of  1973  was  862. 

Cj\R.^Vi\NS 

The  undermentioned  licensed  caravan  sites  are  situated  within  the 
district :- 

Shillingford  Hill  Caravan  Site,  Nr.  Wallingford 

120  permanent  sites.  40  holiday  sites.  The  Council  has  agreed  in 
principle  to  contribute  towards  the  capital  cost  of  laying  a  mains  water 
supply  to  this  site.  The  owners  also  propose  to  provide  a  new  drainage 
system  on  the  site. 
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Blagrave  Farm  Site,  Didcot 


28  permanent  sites.  This  site  is  being  gradually  run  down. 

Three  Poplars  Site,  Long  Wittenham 

32  permanent  sites  -  satisfactory 

Cavendish  Park  Site,  Didcot 

100  permanent  sites  -  satisfactory 

Orchard  Caravan  Site,  Cholsey 

12  permanent  sites  -  satisfactory 

Bridge  House  Caravan  Site,  Long  Wittenham 

6  permanent  sites.  40  holiday  sites.  12  touring  caravan  sites  - 
satisfactory 

Eoxhall  Manor  Park  Site,  Didcot 

100  permanent  sites.  This  is  the  site  taken  over  from  the  C.E.G-.B. 
by  the  Council.  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  1973, 
and  the  standard  of  the  site  is  now  reasonable. 

Planning  permission  has  recently  been  granted  for  an  additional  50 
caravan  standings  on  the  site. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AED  RfILV/i\Y  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


T/^BLE  A  -  REGISTRATION 

AND  GENERAL 

INSPECTIONS 

Number  of 

Number  of 

registered 

premises 

Number  of 

premises 

newly 

registered 

receiving  one 

regis-tered 

premises 

or  more  general 

Class  of 

during 

at  end  of 

inspections 

Premises 

the  year 

the  year 

during  the  year 

Offices 

3 

38 

3 

Retail  shops 

4 

78 

14 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

-- 

1 

— 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

3 

11 

4 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

Totals 

10 

128 

21 
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Ti\BLE  B-NUMBER  OP  VISITS  OP  i\LL  KIRBS  (INCLUDING  GENER/'L 

INSPECTIONS)  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


41 

Ti\BLE  C  -  i\Ni^LYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OP  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 

registered  premises  at  end  Op  ySiar 


Class  of  workplace  Number  of  persons  employed 


Offices  307 
Retail  shops  390 
Wholesale  departments.,  warehouses  36 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  61 
Canteens  3 
Puel  storage  depots 


Total  797 
Total  Males  323 
Total  Pemales  474 


There  were  no  exemptions  or  prosecutions  during  the  year. 

Number  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52(1)  or  (5)  of  the 
Act  -  2o 

PACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


PAOTORIES  ACT  1961 

PART  I  'OP  THE  A'OT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

Number  Number  of 

on  .  written  Occupiers 


Premises  register  Inspections  notices  prosecuted 


(l)  Pactories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3 ,4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(2)  Pactories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

49 

17 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

1 

1 

Total 

50 

18 

— 

— 
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2.  Ci\SES  IN  miCE  DEFECTS  V/ERE  POUND 


NIL 

PART  VIll  OF  THE  i\CT 

OUTV/ORK 

Number  of  workers  required  by  Section  133(1) (c) 
Making,  etc.,  of  wearing  apparel  -  1 


March,  1974. 


Wi\NTj\GE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


REPCRT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
POOD  ADMINISTRATION 

MILK  All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  subject  to  heat  treatment 
and  one  pasteuriser’s  licence  and  ten  dealer  licences  were  in  force 
during  the^year.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  no  '’Untreated"milk  was 

being  retailed  in  the  d’intrict,  no  samples  were  taken  for  Brucella 
abortus  examinatione 

Two  complaints  of  foreign  matter  in  milk  were  received  as  follows s- 

(i)  Milk  bottle  top  in  one-third  pint  bottle  -  delivered  to  a 
school  in  Grove.  Informal  action  taken. 

(ii)  Milk  bottle  top  in  one-third  pint  bottle  -  delivered  to  a 
school  in  Chaddleworth.  Dairy  concerned  different  from  above. 
Informal  action  taken. 

There  were  also  several  complaints  of  dirty  bottles  of  milk 
received  during  the  year  all  of  which  were  resolved  informally  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  complainant. 

MILK  PRODUCTS  The  plant  at  Grove  continued  to  manufacture  a  widw 
range  of  dairy  products.  The  major  alterations  mentioned  in  last  year’s 
report  were  completed  but  no  respite  was  gained  as  almost  immediately 
another  scheme  of  further  improvements  was  implemented.  Ther^  are  now 
new  offices?  laboratories  and  staff  facilities  and  the  old’shedB’  and 
temporary  offices  will  be  demolished  to  make  way  for  a  new  car  park. 
Improvements  to  the  cheese  room  and  carton-filling  area  are  also  planned. 

In  all  twelve  samples  of  pasteurised  double  cream  and  two  samples 
of  pasteurised  single  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year  as  well  as  one  sample  of  thw  raw  milk  for  Brucella 
testing. 

Two  samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  one  containing 
pathogens,  but  subsequent  resampling  proved  satisfactory. 

Trouble  w^as  experienced  by  a  neighbouring  authority  with  the  creams 
but  in  spite  of  very  close  co-operation  between  the  two  authorities  no 
definite  conclusions  could  be  reached  as  to  the  cause  of  the  problem. 
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POOD  PREMISES 


% 


The  following  food  premises  were  in  use  during  the  year 


School  meals  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 
Staff  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 
Cafes  and  restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
Public  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 
Grocers  and  confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 
Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
Pish  and  chip  shhps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
C^r'eengrocers  -  ’  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
Of f  lice nd es  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
Bakehouse-s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


157 

Two  butchers  were  lice^icea  for  the  sale  of  game. 

The  tea  rooms  at  Harwell  were  re-opened  as  a  restaurant  during 
the  year. 

i\  total  of  170  visits  was  paid  to  90  separate  premises 
MOBILE]  TRi\DERS  AW  FRUIT  STilLS 

A  fish  and  chip  van  started  and  ceased  business  during  the  year  and 
both  fruit  stalls  continued  in  use  at  Harwell.  The  ice  cream  vendor  in 
Grove  ceased  to  operate  from  the  village. 

>  In  all  10  inspections  of  mobile  traders  and  stalls  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  under  the  relevant  legislation. 

ICE  CREAM 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  remained  at  56.  Due  to  work 
difficulties  no  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year. 

WATERCRESS 


The  cress  beds  at  Letcombe  Bassett  continued  to  operate  without 
any  problems,  although  chloride  dipping  was  continued  as  a  precaution¬ 
ary  measure. 

POOD  INSPECTION 


The  following  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year:- 

Fresh  meat  and  offal  at  retail  shops  ll:r  lbs. 

School  Meals  kitchens  33  lbs. 

Canned  meats  at  retail  shops  5  lbs. 

Frozen  foods  due  to  cabinet  failures  (all  ice  cream).... 8  litres 
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Six  complaints  concerning  the  quality  of  food  received  during 
the  year  as  follows j- 

(1)  Mould  growth  in  pork  pies  -  Pies  purchased  from  a  shop  in 
Swindon  and  complaint  forwarded  to  Public  Health  Department 
there  for  action. 

(II)  Foreign  body  in  a  bottle  of  lemonade  -  Lemonade  purchased  from 
a  local  off-licence.  Foreign  body  found  to  be  a  piece  of  wire, 
possibly  a  hair  pin.  Wrrning  letter  sent  to  manufacturers. 

(III) MQuld.y  faggots  -  Date  coding  revealed  that  the  faggots  were  out 
of  code  and  also  the  faggots  had  been  sold  singly  from  a  packet 
of  six.  Warning  letter  sent  to  the  owner  of  the  shop. 

(IV)  Beetle  in  a  loaf  of  bread  -  Loaf  purchased  from  a  local  super¬ 
market.  Warning  letter  sent  to  bakery. 

(V)  Mouldy'  bread  -  Coding  on  wrapper  of  loaf  incomplete.  Warning 
letter  sent  to  bakery. 

(Vl)  Cardboard  in  loaf  of  bread  -  Bread  delivered  by  local  dairy. 
Cardboard  found  to  be  sack  label.  Warning  letter  to  bakery. 

SLa^UGHTERHOUSES 


The  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  continued  to  operate  during  the 
year  and  a  100^  inspection  service  was  maintained. 

The  Pig  Improvement  Company,  Pounder oft  Farm,  East  Hanney 

In  all  10  sows  were  slaughtered  during  the  year  following 
hysterectomy  operations  performed  under  voterinary supervision. 

Agricultural  Research  Council,  Field  Station,  Compton 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  animals-  killed 
 during  the  year  


Cattle  Sheep 

excl,  and 

cows*  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 

Number  killed  8c  inspected  74  l23  32  50  TsD 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

and  cysticercosis 

whole  carcases  condemned  1  3  -  5  1 

Carcases  or  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned.  3  25  -  5  26 

There  were  no  cases  of  tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned..... . 12.935  tons. 

Income  from  meat  inspection  charges.  . . £78.68p. 

Slaughter  men  licensed  at  end  of  the  year............. . 6 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  slaughterhouses  by  inspectors . 185 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  R/;ILWi\Y  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  i\nnual  Report  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  for  the  year;- 


Class  of  Premises 

No. registered 
during  the  year 

No. registered 
at  end  of  year 

G-eneral 

inspections 

Offices 

2 

14 

4 

Retail  shops 

Catering  establishments 

— 

37 

20 

open  to  the  public 

— 

7 

5 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

2 

— 

T0Ti\LS 

2 

60 

29 

No  major  contraventions  of  the  act  were  noted.  Minor  matters  needing 
attention  were  dealt  with  informally. 

Total  number  of  visits  to  registered  premises  of  all  kinds . 65 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  SERVICE 


This  service  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  throughout  the 
period  under  review. 

^Yl  estimated  9000  tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  at  the  tips 
situated  at  Shellingford  and  Marc ham. 

Excessive  packaging  again  posed  a  problem  both  in  collection  and 
disposal  but  a  solution  appears  to  have  been  forced  upon  us  by  the 
shortage  of  oil  for  the  production  of  all  plastics. 

A  further  ’Revopac’  machine  was  purchased  during  the  year  and  the 
Council's  old  'Fore  &  7\ft’  vehicle  was  sold  for  scrap. 

Contracts  with  commercial  premises  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse 
were  negotiated  in  the  sum  of  £160.  .  .  ■ 

i\pproximately  180  visits  were  made  by  inspectors  in  connection  with 
this  service,  excluding  those  visits  made  by  the  refuse  superintendent. 

CIVIC  i\MENITIES  ACT  1967 

Hampstead  Norreys  Tip  was  again  used  by  the  public  for  the  disposal 
of  bulky  refuse.  In  addition  the  disposal  bay  at  East  Challow  was  well 
used  during  the  year. 

The  bulk  collection  service  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  well 
over  500  orders  being  received.  The  extension  of  this  service  to  in¬ 
clude  cars  free  of  charge,  mentioned  last  year,  did,  in  my  opinion, 
prevent  the  abandohmepit  of  large  numbers  of  cars  and  the  consequent  dis¬ 
figurement  of  the  countryside.  However,  81  cars  were  treated  as 
abandoned  during  the  year  and  the  Council  removed  27  of  these.  The 
number  dealt  with  was  an  increase  of  43  vehicles  over  the  previous  year. 
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DISPOSi\L  OF  POISONOUS  Wj\.STE  i\CT  1972 


There  were  88  notifications  under  part  1  of  the  above  legislation 
received  by  the  department  during  the  year.  These  all  concerned  waste 
materials  which  were  sent  to  /i.E.R.E.  Harwell  for  disposal.  There  were 
also  6  notifications  of  waste  being  removed  from  the  district.  very 

close  liason  was  maintained  with  the  department  at  f .E.R.E.  dealing  with 
these  waste  materials. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 


Unfortunately  this  service  was  again  disrupted  due  to  labour 
shortages  and  the  subsequent  use  of  the  driver  on  the  refuse  collection 
service.  When  this  occurred,  work  had  to  be  put  out  to  a  contractor 
with  a  resultant  increased  cost  to  the  Council  and  those  householders 
not  entitled  to  a  free  emptying. 


Work  carried  out  during  the  year;~ 


Council 


Contractor  (on  behalf  of  the 

C  ounc il ) 


N  0 .  of  N  o .  of  N  o .  of  N  o .  of 

emptyings  loads.  emptyings  loads. 


Council  house  tanks 

21 

55 

5 

12 

Private  tanks (free) 

150 

2  09 

85 

103 

(Chargeable) 

164 

261 

36 

87 

Total 

335 

725 

126 

202 

Income  from  emptying  septic  tanks........... . . . . . .£590. 29p . 

C  ont  r  a  c  t  or  s^  charges.®  .  ®«  .  ...  ...  ..o.  .....  ...  ..  .  ...  ...  .  £  700.  OOp . 

(+  Estimation  based  on  April  to  Lecember) 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  is  suppled  throughout  the  district  by  the  Thames  Valley  Water 
Board,  but  a  few  private  supplies  do  exist.  The  Board  have  furnished 
the  information  shown  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Sampling  by  Public  Health  Lepartment;- 

5  samples  of  water  from  5  different  private  supplies  were 
taken.  Of  these  2  were  found  to  be  heavily  contaminated.  One  of  these 
was  a  property  where  a  complaint  about  the  taste  of  the  water  had  been 
received  and  subsequent  examination  of  the  system  revealed  a  dead  bird 
in  the  tank  situated  in  the  roof  of  the  house.  Advice  was  given  to  the 
occupier  and  assistance  given  to  sterilise  the  tank.  In  both  cases 
subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 
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SWIMMING  POOLS 


10  swimming  pools  were  in  use  during  the  year,  a  new  one  having 
been  opened  in  a  school  just  outside  Wantage. 

A  number  of  visits  were  paid  to  various  pools  but  in  no  case  was  it 
found  necessary  to  give  advice. 

SEWERy\GE  AW  SEVW'^GE  DISPOSAL 


The  Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Planning  Officer  reported  as  follows:- 

EAST  HENDRED,  WEST  HENLRED ,  ARLINGTON  AND  LOGKINGE  SCHEME 

The  scheme  was  virtually  completed  during  1973  and  is  now  in 
commission^ 

EAST  AND  WEST  HANNEY 


These  villages  suffer  considerable  inconvenience  during  periods  of 
heavy  rainfall  which  floods  the  sewers.  The  remedial  works  now  in 
hand  are  expected  to  reduce  the  infiltration  significantly  and  the  new 
pumpg, which  are  included  in  the  scheme,  will  discharge  at  a  higher  rate 
so  that  the  total  effect  will  be  a  general  reduction  of  the  difficulties 
The  working  conditions,  with  unstable  ground  conditions,  is  such  that 
progress  is  slow  but  the  scheme  will  be  completed  during  1974. 

WESTERN  VILLAGES  SCHEME 


Progress  on  this  scheme  has  been  retared  because  of  staff  shortages 
but  to  avoid  further  dela  y  the  Council  has  instructed  Consulting 
Engineers  who  are  now  actively  engaged  in  the  design  of  the  scheme. 

PEASEMORE  SCHEME 

Lue  to  staff  shortages  the  scheme  was  not  put  in  hand  last  year  as 
expected.  The  work  is  now  expected  to  be  commenced  during  1974. 

ANIIVIAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHIWENTS 

The  six  existing  licences  all  continued  in  force.  As  in  previous 
years  inspections  were  carried  out  jointly  with  the  R.S.P.C.A. 
inspector,  whose  expertise  end  wholehearted  co-operation  were  again  much 
appreciated.  Any  contraventions  were  only  of  a  very  minor  nature  and 
were  dealt  with  informally 

RODENT  AW  INSECT  CONTROL 


The  pest  control  service  continued  to  be  one  of  the  best  used 
services  provided  by  the  Council.  In  addition  to  the  work  from  the 
Wantage  R.D.C.  area,  work  was  also  carried  out  for  the  Wantage  U.D.C. 
on  a  contract  basis  during  the  year.  In  all  85  visits  were  paid  to 
premises  in  the  U.D.C. 
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Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  were  as  follows 


Rats  . 

IVIice  o  o  o  o  o  o 


V/asps . .  . .  c  . 

Cockroaches* ...... 

Fleas . . 

Other  Insect  pests 
Others .... ........ 


•  « 


.226 
.  77 

..  9 
..  2 
0.12 
..30 
..  7 


Ci\Ri\VANS 

Permanent  site^ 

'  ■■  ■  ■  II  I  I 

All  four  sites  continued  to  operate  during  the  year  and  on  all 
a  gradual  move  to  the  larger  'mohile  home’  type  van  was  noticed. 
Improvement  works  were  continued  on  the  Grove  sites  and  generally  the 
standards  on  the  other  two  sites  were  maintained  at  a  very  reasonable 
level • 

Individual  Sites 


Two  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  one  at  Grove  and 
one  at  East  Hdnered.  In  addition  the  temporary  site  in  West  Hendred 
approved  last  year  continued  to  operate  and  a  further  licence  was  issued 
to  a  racehorse  trainer  in  East  Hendred. 

Many  caravans  within  the  district  were  covered  by  the  exemption 
clauses  of  the  Act,  especially  those  being  used  by  contractors  and 
employees  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  in  connection  with  the  Ground  Water 
Development  Scheme  in  the  Southern  parishes. 

GYPSIES 

The  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  on  the  site  at  Woodhill  Lane,  East 
Challow  was  confirmed  and  detailed  plans  for  a  pernanent  site  approved. 
It  is  hoped  that  work  will  start  in  early  1974. 

Total  number  of  visits  to  caravans.* . .*..67 

HOUSING 


As  in  1972  a  complete  review  of  the  unfit  house  situation  was  made 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  the  position  was  as  follows 

Properties  subject  to  Demolition  Orders* . 24(4  occupied) 

Properties  subject  to  Closing  Orders......... . 18(all  void) 

Properties  subject  to  Formal  Undertakings. . ...47(10  occupied) 

It  was  estimated  that  there  were  a  further  50--60  properties  which 
might  well  need  to  be  dealt  with  as  unfit  at  some  stage.  Most  of  these 
were,  however,  occupied  by  tenants  and  owner/occupiers  who  were  reluctant 
to  move 
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SUMMARY  OP  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT  1957 


o  o  •  o 


0  0  6  0  0  0  0 


O  O'  o  o  o  o  o 


Reported  as  unfit 
Demolition  Orders  made 
Closing  Orders  made . , . « . . ^ » 
Formal  undertakings  accepted. 
D  em  ol X  s  he  d..... ....o .. .. .^..o 

Reconditioned  (formal) 

( inf  orma 1 ) 
Repairs  (informal). 


O  0  o  o  o  o  o 


o  e  o  o 


oooooooo  oo 


oobopoooo 
00*00000  06 


ooooooooe 

eooo^oooo 

oooooeooo 

ooo  oeoooo 

oooooeooo 


ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

0  0  9 


7 

1 

nil 


4 
3 

12 

5 
23 


into  8 
into  4 


IMPR  OVEMENT  GGR A  UT  S 


The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  the  following  improvement  grant 
work  as  having  been  carried  out  during  the  years- 


Approved  Completed 

Owner/  Owner/ 

Occupier  Tenanted  Occupier  Tenanted 


Discretionary  grants  28  4  33  7 

Standard  grants  11  3  5  1 


Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor's 
Department  on  improvement  grant  matters  and  in  general  a  high  quality 
of  work  has  been  achieved  in  the  re -conditioning  of  sub-standard 
dwellings . 

Total  number  of  private  dwellings  visited . 108 

Total  numb e r  of  visits..... ... ..o*. . .....a. . .  ..221 

SELECTION  OF  TENANTS 


8  X  3-bedroomed  houses  and  8  X  2-bedroomed  bungalows  were 
completed  in  Drove.  43  applicants  were  rehoused  (including  3  from 
unfit  dwellings  and  8  from  caravans)  and  31  transfers  were  effected. 

152  applicants  were  visited  in  their  homes  and  651  interviews 
took  place  at  the  office. 

A  complete  analysis  of  the  housing  need  of  the  district  was  again 
carried  out  and  a  good  deal  of  useful  statistical  information  was 
collected  for  passing  to  the  new  Vale  of  V/hite  Horse  District  Council. 
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SUMMARY  OP  THE  REMAINDER  OP  THE  WORK  OP  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


PETROLEUM 


Administration  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  governing  the  storage 
of  petroleum  spirit  and  mixture  continued  and  80  premises  were  licenced 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 


Number  of  properties  inspected. . . . . . . .  41 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  (excluding  work  carried 

out  by  the  septic  tank  emptying  vehicle...... . .  9 

Number  of  conservancy  closets  replaced  by  water  closets, 
(including  Improvement  Grant  work)........... .  10 


A  full-scale  sanitary  survey  was  carried  out  at  Sparsholt 
and  Westcot. 


OTHER  NUISANCES 


Inspections  Nuisances  abated 


Animals  7 
Pilthy  premises  and  problem  families  8 
Ditches  and  streams  13 
Smoke,  grit  and  dust  3 
Noise  7 


4 

2 

4 

1 

2 


Total  number  of  complaints  of  all  kinds 

(except  pest  control)  154 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by 

Public  Health  Inspectors  1?763 


PACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


In  all  9  visits  were  paid  to  factories  throughout  the  year  and  4 
visits  were  paid  to  outworkers  living  in  the  district. 

March,  1974. 
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